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Attendance of Selectboard by Electronic Devices 
Meeting being held electronically pursuant to 1 VSA 312, including The Legislature’s H.861 (2020) “Temporary 

Suspension of Designated Physical Meeting Location Requirements” 
Meeting was held remotely via the ZOOM Platform 

 
VERNON SELECTBOARD  

TUESDAY, MAY 19, 2020 
 REGULAR MEETING  

6:30pm  
DRAFT  

  
MEMBERS PRESENT:         OTHERS PRESENT:  
Chris Parker, Chair                                   Tom Guerino, Interim Town Administrator         
Sandra Harris, Vice Chair                                                              David Emery, Emergency Management Chief                                            
Jean Carr, Clerk                                                        Cindy Turnley, Treasurer 
Jeff Dunklee                           Bronna Zlochiver, Library Trustee 
Mike Root                                           Seth Deyo, Recreation Director 
                 Sandra Rulewich, Solid Waste & Recycling
                 Natalia & Greg (by phone) 
GUESTS-Planning Board              Jason O’Brian, Rec Board Chair 
Bob Spencer                           Rich Melenson, BCTV 
Tom Rappaport               Mike Renaud 
Jeff Dunklee                     Carol Hammond 
Martin Langeveld                 
Maddy Arms 
Patty O’Donnell 
                                  
  
  CALL TO ORDER REGULAR MEETINIG: 
Chris Parker, Chair called the regular meeting to order at 6:45pm, and welcomed those present. 
 
ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA:  Acceptance of Patty O’Donnell’s resignation; Memorial Day e-
mail.   
Jean Carr made a motion to accept the additions to the agenda.  The motion was seconded and passed. 
 
DAVE EMERY:  We are beginning our third month in the covid pandemic.  Even though the cases are 
increasing, Vermont is the 3rd in the nation in slowing things down, and is doing extremely well.  To date 
there are 944 cases with 3 in the hospital and 54 deaths.  Testing is continuing even more aggressively; 
there have been 24,951 tests done.  Anyone who wants to be tested can have it done.  Mr. Emery covered 
the following topics: 
The Governor continues to loosen up restrictions on a weekly basis. 
Food distribution sites, more information will be forthcoming. 
Sheriff’s department says aggressive driving still an issue. 
Vernon Green Nursing Home is still holding their own. 
Pastor Burks is still okay with the Food Pantry. 
A shield has been set up in Town Clerk’s window. 



 
  
  

 
CINDY TURNLEY, TREASURER 
Cindy was asked about town funded unemployment vs. state unemployment.  Cindy stated that many 
years ago, the Town decided to self-insure because it was cheaper to only have to pay unemployment as 
needed rather than pay the State.  When a person filed for unemployment, he/she was paid by the State 
and then the State billed the Town quarterly which the Town paid.  
 
SETH DEYO  
Seth reported that while the Governor is allowing partial re-opening of parks and rec areas, there are so 
many mandates and restrictions with which to comply, the Rec Board has decided to wait until they can 
completely re-open.  At present, the playground, basketball court and tennis court remain closed.  People 
are welcome to use the ball field across the road. 
Seth is working on staffing.  If summer camps are to be open this summer, a pre-registration is needed 
to get an idea of how many children would be interested.  18-19 campers are needed to make the program 
break even, but the Seth and the Rec Board are willing to host the camp if there are 15 definitely 
committed to attend.  If there are not at least 15 who register, the camp will be cancelled. 
Seth wants residents to understand the guidelines are challenging and they may not be able to meet the 
community’s needs.   There is no information yet for the pool; will depend on restrictions of numbers 
allowed; perhaps daily passes rather than season passes.  Lead time for opening the pool is about 3 weeks.  
Some things are being done now in hopeful anticipation of the opening of the pool.  
 
The Tee Shirt fund raiser is in progress and there have been 18 orders already and the Town has realized 
$109 thus far.  The second round of the availability of tee shirts will happen soon. 
 
WINDHAM SOLID WASTE & RECYCLING 
Sandra Rulewich, Chair of the committee presented the Selectboard several recommendations: 

1. Accept the contract with Triple T.  Theirs was the only complete bid received from a dozen 
RFP’s sent out in October and November, 2019.  The Town has had a good working relationship 
with Triple T for many years; the owner, several managers, and drivers all live in town and 
provided the residents with excellent service.  The contract is for $24,000, a 17% increase from 
last year, but the committee feels it is still a good deal for the town.  It will be a 3 year contract 
with a 2 year renewal. 

2. Reduce the price of the small rubbish bags to $12.50 per package.  The price of the large bags 
will remain the same. 

3. Provide the Committee with $2,000 to bring the deficit to zero.  The amount of the deficit has 
decreased from $8,000 to $2,000 and since there will be a new contract with Triple T, starting 
with a zero balance would make a better way to keep track of the program. 

Sandy Harris made a motion to give the committee $2,000 to zero out the deficit.  Jean seconded 
the motion.  The motion failed with 2 ayes and 3 nays. 

4.  Approve an amount not to exceed $500.00 for printing and mailing an educational flyer to 
residents.  This would give information on new rules from the State; mandatory composting as 
of July 1, 2020; letting residents know that the Town is in compliance with State regulations.  
Windham Solid Waste will format and draft the flyer with the recommendations of the Board.  It 
could be printed at the Town Office. 

5. Giving the same discount as is given to the Guilford Country Store to other private vendors who 
sell the rubbish bags.  The discount is $12.50 per case. 

Sandy Harris made a motion to approve the recommendations.  The motion was seconded and 
passed.  
There was further lengthy discussion on the future of the Pay As You Throw program with the decrease 
in the sale of bags and the increase of tipping fees. 
 



 
  
  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Jean Carr noted that the dollar amounts were not listed in the minutes of the April 7, 2020 meeting.  
Approval was tabled until the June 2nd meeting. 
 
BILLS AND WARRANTS 
Jean Carr made a motion to pay 
23T Accounts payable  $1,768,801.38 
18S Payroll   $       6,724.57 
19S Payroll   $       7,356.39 
The motion was seconded by Sandy Harris and the motion carried. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
Appointment of Fire Wardens:   
Sandy Harris made a motion to reappoint John Wheelden Jr and Jesse Jobin as Fire Wardens and 
Todd Capen as Fire Department Chief.  The motion was seconded and passed. 
Jean recommended that their contact information be checked and updated as necessary. 
 
Joint Session with Vernon Planning Commission: 
Chairman Parker stated that the Planning Commission was invited to this meeting so that they know that 
the Select Board is here, there is no need for a divisive wall between departments; we share the same 
goals and we thank you for all you do. 
 
Chris Parker stated that Patty O’Donnell has given her resignation from all committees, boards, and 
commissions.  Several Board members expressed their thanks for all Patty has done for our community, 
for her many years of service in many capacities. 
Sandy Harris made a motion to regretfully accept her resignation.  The motion was seconded and 
the motion passed, regretfully. 
Chris Parker thanked the Planning Commission members for being a part of the meeting, that it is 
important that the Departments work together so that everyone is on the same page. 
Bob Spencer gave an overview of what has been accomplished in the last several years which includes 
but is not limited to: 
1. An updated Town Plan completed in 2018, which makes the town eligible for grants 
2. We have a standing on state wide reviews under act 250 and 248. 
3. An enhanced energy plan qualifies us for other funding 
4. A hazard mitigation plan is in development 
5. A municipal planning grant of $30,000 to be matched by North Star 
6. A strong working relationship with North Star 
7. Maddy Arms is on the nuclear decommissioning advisory panel as our representative and is liaison 

from the town to North Star. 
 
There are new opportunities:  in the 2020-2021 Federal Budget there is 15 million dollars to help fund 
towns who are nuclear closure communities.  Approximately 5 million dollars are allocated to the 
Philadelphia region of which Vernon is a part.  There are 2 possible grants, one is a planning grant for 
$100,000 and the other a project grant which ranges from $300,000-$500,000.  Martin is in the process 
of writing a planning grant which needs to be submitted by June 1st.  however, both of these grants require 
a local match. 
There followed a lengthy discussion which included but not limited to:  sectioning off parts of the Entergy 
land, parts of the property that could be retained for possible future use, doing surveys of what types of 
businesses might be interested in locating to the site; Vernon could be a leader for other towns seeking 



 
  
  

to repurpose the nuclear sites and North Star wants to establish a good reputation as a decommissioning 
company. 
The town needs to have a plan in place before the final decommissioning is done. 
Mike Renaud expressed his interest in the property and would like to see it well developed.  Perhaps 
sections could be made available as north Star is done with it.  The town shouldn’t wait 5 years to have 
a plan in place.  There is the possibility of a developer who could put together a plan; if there are people 
or businesses who are interested in some part of the area, the town should be willing to sell rather than 
wait until the whole site becomes available. 
However, there may be some things over which the town would have no control; the NRC could override 
any agreement the town might have with North Star. 
Bronna Zlochiver added that Fiber Optics will be important and needs to be part of the town plan and 
redevelopment of the VY site. 
 
Discussion on monthly committee/department reports: 
Committees and departments will be required to send agendas and meeting minutes of each meeting to 
the Selectboard as well as being posted in the usual places. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
Town Administrator Recruitment Discussion 
There will be a special Selectboard Meeting on May 27 for discussion and review of Applicants for the 
position of Town Administrator. 
 

 Stair replacement bid update:  
Two bids were received; one from Renaud Bros. for $12,500 and one from Tom Call of Bellows Falls in 
the amount of $9,900.  After discussion, Jeff Dunklee made a motion to accept the bid from Tom 
Call for $9,900.  The motion was seconded and passed. 
  
Sign replacement at South School: 
An estimate was received from McCarthy Signs for $900.00, $350 for the sign and $550 for installation 
of the 4x4 posts which would be set in concrete.  The individual who ran into the sign and caused the 
damage has given the Town $1,000 for the replacement/repair.  The chairman feels that since McCarthy’s 
estimate was for work over and above the original installation that it would not be fair to ask the 
individual to pay that amount.  Therefore, he will install the new posts and money will be withheld until 
the job is complete and inspected.  The Board was unanimous in agreeing with the Chair.  Chris will 
follow up with the individual and also email Heather Frost. 
Email from Chad Mulverhill: 
Sandy Harris made a motion to accept Chad Mulverhill’s request for Walter Zaluzny memoriam 
at the gazebo.  The motion was seconded and passed. 
PUBLIC COMMENTS-NON AGENDA ITEMS 
Bronna Zlochiver had 2 announcements: 
The curb side service at the Library began May 19th. Curbside pick-up will be Tuesdays and Thursdays 
from 1-6 p.m. For information on ordering books, etc. go to the Vernon Free Library.org website. 
On May 27th from 1-3 p.m. BDCC and WRC will be holding a virtual connectivity summit webinar, and 
the results of the Broad band survey report will be forthcoming by the end of June. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:38 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted by 
 
Carol Hammond 
 



 
  
  

 
 
  
  
 


